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EritrEa: will it bE anothEr ‘sEason of war’?
The tyrant in Asmara is usually good at seizing opportune occasions to resort to evil deeds.
Eritreans do not forget what he did immediately after the 9/11 act of terror in New York. Now,
the war in Ukraine is yet another similar event for him to exploit.
Also no mistaking that he gets encouragement from his buddies
consisting of full-fledged terrorist-cum-despots scattered all over
the region and beyond it. Only days after Eritrea’s crazy votes
cast alongside Belarus and North Korea at high UN bodies to
bless Russia’s invasion of Ukraine done in flagrant violation of
the principle of sovereignty of states, plane-loads carrying unidentified equipment allegedly landed in Asmara. Yet, more of
this could be expected following the dishonouring visit and meeting of 27 April in Moscow of ‘foreign minister’ Osman Saleh and his minder with Putin’s Sergey
Lavrov. (See p. 3)

EritrEa ContinuEs to frustratE thE un
systEm, harm its PEoPlE and thE rEgion
Dr. Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker, UN Special Rapporteur for human rights in Eritrea, presented his oral update to the 49th Session of the UN Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva on 4 March once again stating the total absence of any kind of progress in the situation in
Eritrea. He said the Eritrean authorities’ systematic crackdown on dissenting voices continued unabated while civic and democratic space remained
shut. To the utter frustration of everybody, he had
to repeat that the Asmara regime is in no way reducing the curtailment of freedom of opinion, expression, assembly, association and religion, and
that that ’forced labour’ continues to be one of the key sources of human rights violations in the country. (See p. 4)
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diCtator isaias afEworki bEnt at dEgrading
EritrEa, inCluding its hard-won sovErEignty
Some Ethiopians wrongly believe that the Eritrean tyrant is the ‘guardian’ of Eritrean
statehood and an obstacle to their eternal and wild dream of annexing it to Greater
Ethiopia, like the insane case of Putin to Ukraine. To the contrary, the vast majority of
Eritreans today believe that dictator Isaias Afeworki is a serious danger to their hardwon sovereign existence and their lifetime yearning for peace, fraternal relations with
neighbors and the building of a law-abiding, prosperous Eritrea.
What Isaias Afeworki has been saying and doing at least
since June 2018 are clear proofs of his sinister intentions.
Add to this the latest move of demoting Eritrea’s diplomatic
status in Addis Ababa. Some people think the embassy issue was a temperamental reaction against the Ethiopian prime
minister’s softening tone towards
Tigray. Not quite so.
Watch Out Eritrea!
Instead, it is highly likely to be Isaias Afeworki’s decision to
show that Eritrea does not need high-level representation in
Ethiopia. Like old Lebanon-Syria relations? Yes. As we know,
Greater Syria always believed Lebanon as part of it and had
no diplomatic relation with it from mid 1940s to 2008! In the
Eritrean case, it is a self-inflicted damage wanted by Isaias to demote Eritrea’s standing
vis-à-vis Ethiopia.
It is in the absence of ambassadorial-level relations that a country sends what is called a
chargé d’affaires ad interim (a.i.), a temporary representative until his boss, an ambassador, comes. On the other hand, a chargé d’affaires en pied (e.p.) a permanent representative but with limited status and submits his credential letter to a simple protocol official in
the ministry of foreign affairs of the receiving country. The new and demoted post of
chargé d’affaires e.p. is now granted to Mr. Biniam Berhe who replaced the outgoing Eritrean ambassador to Ethiopia, Semere Russom last March. (See p. 5)
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EritrEa, ...anothEr sEason of war?
The comic part of it was that the Eritrean side “called on Russia and Ukraine to find a bilateral solution to their conflict.” Of course no mention of military support was made except that
they agreed “on concrete measures to upgrade political, diplomatic, trade, investment as
well as educational and cultural relations.”
Meanwhile, reports from inside Eritrea confirm increased rounding up and forced conscription of any able bodied person remaining in the country. Deployment of Eritrean forces
in the Humera, Badme, Rama and Zalambessa fronts also continued. On the other side, the
Ethiopian government was reported to have made reinforcements in the Afar and Amhara
regions. The real concern now is that renewed war could erupt again and increase the suffering of peoples in Eritrea and its neighborhood. It is important to note that one of the close
followers of Horn of Africa events, Norwegian Professor Kjetil Tronvoll, wrote on 12 April that
the period before the rainy season is usually a “season of war” in the region. Knowing the
mindset and character of war-monger Isaias Afeworki of Eritrea, one can hardly doubt the
likelihood of such bad occurrence again at a time when millions are under the threat of famine and starvation both by man-made and natural disasters, including the war in Europe.
The UN and other humanitarian agencies report that well over 20 million people are being
affected by the said disasters.
It is therefore time for sane regional forces and international actors and advocacies to
sharpen their appeals and support to help avert renewal of killing fields in this unfortunate
corner of the African continent.

EritrEa ContinuEs to frustratE thE un
systEm, harm its PEoPlE and thE rEgion
In the ensuing debate, speakers repeated what every Eritrea observer had been saying for
at least two decades. These included the persistent human rights
abuses and violations, arbitrary detention, restrictions on rights of
freedom of expression, association, religion and belief, and forced
labour as were reports of sexual violence and child labour.
Appealing to deaf ears, the speakers asked the Eritrean government to undertake investigations that met international standards
and
hold those responsible to account. They said the authorities
in Asmara should fully comply
with all international obligations
and improve cooperation with human rights bodies, allowing them
full and unhindered access to the
country.
Earlier on 8 March, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
Ms Michele Bachelet, regretted
Eritrea’s failure to take steps to improve not only at home but also to be accountable for
violations of human rights and humanitarian law reportedly committed by the Eritrean Defense Forces in the Tigray conflict.
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But… no love lost for Semere Russom! (Continued from p. 2)
Like many Eritrean diplomats, Semere Russom was in Addis Ababa mainly as a security
chief watching out mainly against Eritreans opposed to the tyrant regime. It is too early to list
all what he did during his years as ‘Eritrean Ambassador’ to Ethiopia, but his early records
are not good. For instance, have a look at the article below posted in Assenna on
25.07.2018 by a writer named S. Hiyab.
Semere Russom: The Notorious Killer of Sudan in 1980s, Now in Addis Since 2018:
The Eritrean dictator, Isaias Afeworki, has the other day appointed Semere Russom as his
Ambassador in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, where many Eritreans opposed to the repressive regime in Asmara have taken refuge since a long time. This is a sincere warning to
them and other Eritreans who intend to visit Addis Ababa in the future.
Semere Russom was dictator Isaias Afeworki’s envoy in the Sudan for many years since the
mid-1970s. Prominent political and military leaders of the ELF were among the many victims
inside the Sudan of Semere and his boss, Isaias Afeworki, in the years before and after independence. For example Yemane Teklegiorgis, a veteran EPLF fighter and member of its security outfit (Halewa Sewra) was with Semere Russom the day Haile Gharza was murdered
inside Khartoum in 1984. Yemane, now an author of a book on those and similar grisly killings organized by Semere Russom in the Sudan, will hopefully retell the story himself as he
already did in writings and his bold interviews with Eritrean opposition mass media.

But Haile Gharza was not the only victim of Semere Russom and his master, Isaias Afeworki. Earlier on 5 June, 1983, Saeed Saleh was murdered in Kassala. Woldedawit Temesghen fell on 20 July 1985 followed by the murder of Idris Ibrahim Hangala on 20 September
1985; Mahmoud Hasseb on 3 September 1989. Even the former leader of the ELF army, Abdalla Idris, was targeted personally by Semere Russom in Khartoum although the targeted
figure could skillfully escape death.
Semere Russom and those who followed in his footsteps in the Sudan also continued the
killings and kidnappings from the Sudan. Among the earliest victims were: Michael Ghaber
who was targeted for killing by two identified assassins in 1989, and later killed in a mysterious “accident” on 25 May, 1992.
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Earlier to Michael Ghaber’s death/murder, two top leadership members of the ELF-RC,
Woldemariam Bahlibi and Teklebrhan Ghebdretsadiq (Wedi Bashai) were kidnapped from
Kassala on 26 April 1992 and their whereabouts is not known to this day. Tens of other
leading freedom fighters were assassinated kidnapped by the likes of Semere Russom,
among them the EPDP leadership member Mohammed Ali Ibrahim, who was kidnapped
from Kassala on 12 February 2012.
“Ambassador” Semere Russom’s mission in Addis Ababa as of this week will be organizing
work for the security agents of the Asmara regime who reportedly numbered not less than
230 as of the date of dictator Isaias Afeworki’s visit to Addis Ababa between 14-16 July
2018. Semere Russom was not only an enemy of rival freedom fighters but also was antiEritrean struggle for freedom until the 1970s.

AgAin ThAnks for being ‘free press’
Corner for The voiCeless in AsmArA!
“On the occasion of International Women’s Day [2022], we commemorate the brave Eritrean women who have been jailed for peacefully expressing their views, belonging to
‘illegal’ religions, or simply for being the 15-year old daughter of a government official who
publicly dissented.”
Who in Asmara do you think wrote this on 8 March
2022? It was not wall graffiti by our brave ‘Arbi Harnet’ activists there. It was another welcome statement released to the social media from Asmara by
the US Embassy in Eritrea, headed by its Chargé
d’affaires Steven C. Walker since 2019. Thank you
Chargé d’Affaires Walker and US Embassy in Asmara for continually being a voice of reason, a voice for the voiceless from our lost home that has been denied all the aspirations
of its past struggle and suffering.
By the way, none of the 21 embassies, 7 consulates and the delegation of the European
Union in Asmara have dared say anything in this tone for the last several decades while
they continue watching all the evil deeds perpetrated around them.
The US Embassy statement of 8 March also went on: “There are, unfortunately, too many
female prisoners of conscience in Eritrea to list them all. We remember the following
mothers, sisters, and daughters as representatives of all the Eritrean women who have
been jailed: “Aster Yohannes. Aster Fissehatsion. Miriam Hagos. Senait Debessay. Faiza Seid. Ciham Ali. We have not forgotten your names.
“We will not forget your names” the statement stressed adding, “We urge the Eritrean government, in recognition of International Women’s Day, to release all
female political prisoners currently incarcerated in Eritrea. The United
States stands with the Eritrean people.” Again thank you S. Walker’s embassy, and never spend your time responding to the lies released by the Tweeter-man in Asmara, poor Yemane G/Meskel.
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un ExPErts CondEmn EgyPt’s
ExPulsion of EritrEan rEfugEEs
Few people in today’s world can doubt that Eritreans at home as well as those occasionally expulsed asylum seekers back to home are sure to face the risks of torture, arbitrary detention or
forced disappearance. That is why UN Eritrea Rapporteur, Dr. Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker,
was joined on 13 April by several human rights experts and groups to deplore Egypt’s collective
expulsions of Eritrean asylum seekers, and call on the authorities to immediately stop further
forced returns. The experts expressed grave concern over such an arbitrary and collective expulsions and warned Egyptian authorities that such deportations violate Egypt’s obligations under international law, a UN report stated.
“Collective expulsion is prohibited under international human rights law. Patterns of human
rights violations against Eritreans who have been forcibly returned, including torture, illtreatment, enforced disappearance, trafficking in persons and arbitrary detention have been well
documented by UN human rights mechanisms,” they said. These expulsions no doubt violated
what UN Conventions call “the principle of non-refoulement.”
The Egyptian authorities have deported at
least 68 Eritrean nationals since last October
that included children, without assessing the
risks they may face of human rights violations
at their return to Eritrea. The statement added
that those deported have not been seen or
heard from since their return to Eritrea, and
are believed to be held in incommunicado detention. “We call on the Eritrean authorities to
provide information on their whereabouts,”
said the experts, noting that there are growing
fears that they may have been sent to the front
in western Tigray.
The deported asylum seekers were allegedly
held in detention in Egypt in overcrowded police stations and detention centres from a few
months to several years. They were never informed about whether they had been charged with
criminal offenses, and were denied access to lawyers, to UNHCR or to any other official asylum
procedures. While Egypt is a State party to the 1951 Refugee Convention, the country lacks an
adequate national legal framework for the protection of asylum seekers. No measures were
taken to identify victims of trafficking, or to ensure protection and non-punishment of victims, including in particular child victims of trafficking.
“We are concerned about the safety and dignity of Eritrean asylum seekers in detention in
Egypt, and call on the authorities to put an end to their arbitrary detention and to ensure that,
pending their release, they are held in conditions that meet international standards,” they said.
An estimated 70 to 200 Eritreans, including children, are currently in detention in Egypt, and at
risk of deportation. “Immigration detention of children is never in the best interests of the child
and is always a violation of international human rights law. Asylum seeking children and their
families should be released immediately and provided with adequate care and reception...The
Egyptian authorities must stop sending Eritrean men, women and children back to danger, and
instead grant them protection in line with Egypt’s international commitments,” they emphasized.
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The statement further noted that the UN experts, who are charged with monitoring respect for
human rights under international law, have made efforts to engage with the Government of
Egypt on this issue.
According the UN release, the signatoriy UN experts were: Mr. Mohamed Abdelsalam
Babiker, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea; Ms. Siobhán Mullally, Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children;Mr.Felipe
González Morales，Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants； Ms. Tlaleng Mofokeng, Special Rapporteur on the right to physical and mental health; Working Group on arbitrary detention, Ms. Miriam Estrada-Castillo (Chair-Rapporteur), Mr. Mumba Malila (Vicechairperson), Ms. Elina Steinerte, Ms. Leigh Toomey, Ms. Priya Gopalan, ; Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Mr. Luciano Hazan (Chair-Rapporteur), Ms. Aua
Baldé (Vice Chair), Ms. Gabriella Citroni, Mr. Henrikas Mickevičius and Mr. Tae-Ung Baik.
It was further explained that the Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups are part of what is
known as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the
Council's independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms that address either specific
country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. The experts work on a voluntary
basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent
from any government or organization and serve in their individual capacity.

EPdP in aCtion
EPDP Chair Addresses the Public:
On 8 April, the EPDP Chairman Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), as guest speaker at an Eritrean discussion forum made a comprehensive and enlightening presentation about development in the Horn of Africa, his party as well as the current status of the Eritrean Political Forces (EPF) whose
slow moving process for joint action is now at approaching an important stage. After analyzing the historical currents that made the region of high strategic importance
as of the second part of the 19th century, he defined the
real components of present-day Horn and the challenges
faced by its peoples, of course including Eritreans. He
made adequate explanation of the forces involved in this
sensitive region and the self-inflicted damages caused by
meaningless armed hostilities raging in the entire region
since a long time.
Dwelling on the armed conflict near home, the EPDP Chairman once again condemned
the irresponsible involvement of the belligerent regime in Asmara in the affairs of other
countries, especially in Ethiopia. He also stressed the fact that since the start of the armed
conflict in Tigray, his party jointly with other EPF members insisted for dialogue for ending
the war through peaceful means.
Another major issue he raised for lengthy explanation and expression of viewpoints was the
plight of Eritrean refugees in the region and urged Ethiopia and all concerned parts to respect refugee laws and provide legal protection to the thousands of Eritrean refugees in the
region. (see p. 8)
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The presentation at a political awareness forum conducted via zoom both in Arabic and
Tigrigna, was followed by lively Q and A session at which important issues were raised
again for exhaustive discussion. One of the important questions posed and brilliantly clarified by the EPDP Chairman was the relation of his party with the Tigray regional government. Chairman Tesfai Degiga stated that formal relations with sovereign states are one
thing, but promoting mutual interests with any party is another. The EPDP has the legitimate right to forge mutual relationship with parties in Ethiopia that respect and support Eritrean interests, above all its hard-won sovereign statehood.
Women’s Day Marked in Sweden
On 11 March, the two EPDP branches in Sweden held an electronic meeting and marked
this year’s International Women’s Day with deep reflections on the
plight of Eritrean women under the dictatorial regime in the country.
Following statements by the chairpersons of the two branches, the
occasion was addressed by EPDP Executive Committee member
Mengisteab Asmerom who heads the party’s Office for Organizational Affairs. The EPDP leadership member recounted the historic
role of Eritrean women in the prolonged struggle for liberation and
the failure of independent Eritrea to guarantee them their much deserved rights.
On her turn, Ms Alganesh Yacob, leadership member in the EPDP
Office for Women’s Affairs, made a moving presentation comprehensively explaining the various activities of the office and its future
projects. In particular, Ms Alganesh expressed deep sorrow of the
brutal killings of women in diasopra by their partners and urged all
compatriots to discuss this issue and search for ways to address it
without delay.
EPDP and its Social Services
The EPDP, which is an integral part of the widening forum of Progressive Alliance as its extra-parliamentary member, does not proclaim that it is a social democratic party. Yet, one
can see it in action - particularly in the party’s social affairs sector. For example, the EPDP
Social Affairs Office, headed by Mr. Fissehaye Hagos, widely reviewed at its meeting of 5
March 2022 the various social services rendered by the department and
the plight vulnerable Eritrean refugees in the Horn of Africa region. Below are enlightening excerpts from the department press statement of
the meeting.
The Eritrean Refugee School at Wad-Sherifey, East Sudan:
Despite facing a myriad of problems and shortcomings year-in-year-out,
the 37-year old refugee school at Wad-Sherifey near Kassala, Sudan, is
still carrying on its programmatic activities of annually teaching up to 800
children from grade one to 8th grade. The meeting paid gratitude to all
donors that so faar sustained this worthy project but also renewed its appeal to existing donors and new ones, in particular Eritreans, to see to it that this school continues to function and render educational opportunity to children of poor refugee families as
it did for the past nearly four decades. The school was established and administered by the
ERCCS (Eritrean Red Cross-Crescent Society) of the then ELF-RC. Since 2010, members
of the EPDP have been taking active part in ensuring its continuity. (See p.9)
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Foster Parenting:
The Foster-Parenting project has been in action for several past decades supporting children of freedom fighters and pro-democracy activists. A potential foster-parent pledges to
support a poor family in the Sudan by sending some modest funds until the child finishes
schooling. The EPDP Social Affairs Office observed of late some shortfalls in the programme and adopted solutions towards overcoming those problems and revitalizing FosterParenting as it functioned in the past.
Support for Disabled Persons:
The meeting commended the non-profit association supporting disabled Eritreans in Kassala and also called upon EPDP members to continue playing their historic part alongside
the board of the association for the disabled persons to beef up the support given to vulnerable persons who include many veterans of the liberation struggle era.
The Plight of Eritrean Refugees
The Administration Committee of the Social Affairs Office also discussed in detail the worrisome situation of the Eritrean refugees globally, and in particular about those who were
caught off guard in the inexplicable savagery committed against them by the Eritrean
‘leader’ and his accomplices in the region. It was explained that after the armed hostilities
started in northern Ethiopia in late 2020, the two camps at Shimelba and Hitsats housing
tens of thousands of refugees were intentionally and totally destroyed. Some of the refugees
reportedly died at the hands of the Eritrean army, others taken back to Eritrea and the rest
fled to less safe destinations.
Those refugees who used to live in other two camps of Mai-Ayni and Adi Harish were also
very insecure because they were in the middle of the war. In later months, some of them
were moved to the new camp near Dabat, 80km
north of Gondar, right under the nose of the notorious militia known as Fanno. This is like putting
the fox in the hen - hole in order to protect the
chicks! Nonetheless, due to lack of security, communication and transportation, employees of the
UN agency could not have easy access to this
camp either.
On the other hand, Eritrean refugees in Abala and
Ashaita camps became the immediate victims of
the war when Tigray and Afar forces clashed in
the Afar region. As is always the case, some were killed, and those who could escape the
two camps alive took refuge in Samara in Afar region, still without adequate support and legal protection.
Amidst all these, many Eritrean refugees fled and reached Addis Ababa where the situation
was not better than in the north. The office that used to handle refugee issues in Addis was
made dysfunctional, and the Eritrean refugees had to remain stranded. Even those who
wanted to leave are stuck in the unfriendly streets of Addis Ababa, with no one to offer them
food and shelter. Before the war, Ethiopia was hosting nearly 200,000 Eritrean refugees
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The 5 March meeting of the EPDP Social Affairs Office even blamed that the Ethiopian government and
concerned international humanitarian organizations for
having continually failed to give adequate assistance to
Eritrean refugees in the past many years. In the light of
the worrisome situation, the meeting renewed its call to
Ethiopia, the UN refugee agency and other humanitarian
outfits to review the situation and address the problems
of Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia.
(Killings continue: on 2 April, armed men attacked and
wounded 8 refugees in Dabat, two of them very seriously. Earlier, five Eritrean refugees were killed at
Berahle, Afar region. Insecurity of Eritrean refugees in
Ethiopia is of continued concern).
Worries about Zero Vaccinations in Eritrea
On the other hand, the EPDP Social Affairs committee meeting
regretted the fact that Eritrea is the only African country that refused to start Covid-19 vaccinations. It has been well known that
the Eritrean tyrant, Isaias Afeworki, from the start declined any
offer of help with masks and later on vaccines from the UN system. In this regard, the 5 March meeting of the office for Social
Affairs reminded the world community to find ways of reaching
the abandoned people of Eritrea.

Other Refugee Reports
From UK back to Rwanda?:
In mid April, the UK government has agreed to send refugees to Rwanda against the payment of 120
million UK pounds!! Many human rights advocacies have criticized this move that violates rights of asylum seekers. Earlier on 29 March, UNHCR reported the transport from Libya to Rwanda of 119 refugees.
Rwanda at present hosts about 130,000 African refugees. It is to be recalled that Rwanda received many
Eritrean refugees sent out by Israel that always considered asylum seekers as “illegal migrants.” Since
2017, up to 8.143 were sent to Rwanda from different regions.
Expulsions by Egypt:
Amnesty International reported in April that the Egyptian government expatriated 31 Eritrean refugees
and asked it to stop this illegal action. It was also reported that other 50 Eritreans are facing the danger
of expulsion by Egypt which has been ill-treating Eritrean refugees in its prisons. It said they were not
given proper treatment by Egyptian authorities who forced them to issue papers from the Eritrean embassy. It was reported that as of November 2021, there were at least 20,778 registered Eritrean asylum
seekers in Egypt and that their fate is critical.
Sudan Is Less Kind to Eritrean Refugees : The Eritrea Hub reported on 22 March that Eritrean refugees
in Khartoum are facing ill-treatment by the police and security agents who apparently use the refugees
as “a source of income.” Refugees are arrested in the streets and from their homes for “random check
ups.” There is no refugee registration office in Khartoum for a long time now but refugees who could not
renew their UN papers are charged up to 4,000 Sudanese pounds for not “renewing” them. Those who
paid were released without a guarantee they will not be arrested by other policemen. Those who had no
money languished in prisons. Of late, human rights advocacies in the city protested and appealed the
Sudan to open its old refugee Commission office and stop the ongoing illegal police acts.
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