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Ethiopia’s tigray Wins, or almost;  
but What’s nExt for thE EntirE rEgion? 

 When he took power in early 2018, the young Ethiopian Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, made big 
promises to his people and the region as a whole. He was even given the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his generalized pronouncements, including a peace deal 
with Eritrea, a country under a belligerent autocrat who 
had already devastated a once hopeful  land with a hard-
working people.  But, sadly,  Abiy did not care about the 
situation of the Eritrean people and the very bad charac-
ter of the Eritrean despot. 

  Ever since its attainment to sovereign existence in the 
early 1990s, Eritrea was unfortunate to have fallen in the 
hands of that wrong man. In no time, the Eritrean dictator exported his people’s misfortune to 
neighboring Ethiopia and its amateurish leader who was easy to be manipulated by a man who 
proved to be good only at starting wars and destroying peoples’ lives.   

  Isaias Afeworki’s “game over” vow in 2018 to defeat the Tigrayan people and their TPLF was 
tried by the combined forces of both the bad advisor from Eritrea and his young disciple in Ad-
dis Ababa. It now seems their attempt to kill and bury the  Tigrayan defiance did not work. Fol-
lowing a recent huge military offensive, the Tigrayans are now returning to their capital of 
Mekelle after missing it for eight difficult months. That is welcome news to the grassroots victim-
ized by the fighting elephants. But what’s next for each of the three entities - Tigray, Federal 
Ethiopia and Eritrea? 

The Region of Tigray 
The challenges ahead to the regional government of Tigray are of course thorny and countless. 
To list only a few of the major ones, they will have to work as of now how to keep the unity of 
purpose they mastered during the 8 months of war. (> p. 2) 
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       Ethiopia’s tigray Wins… but What’s nExt? 
(> from p. 1)  
This may require revisiting their long-held programs, including the name of the old front. Sec-
ondly, they will have to decide how to manage relations with the Federal Government of Ethiopia, 
at least for a transition period, and carefully maintain the successful diplomatic and media cam-
paign and the sympathies they won from global actors. Their threats to carry on the fight to Eri-
trea and the Amhara region is wrong and will only complicate their situation. But they should 
make sure that, this time round, their support to Eritrean non-state actors is handled correctly by 
avoiding their past mistakes. They will also need to put under control the possible rise of Tigra-
yan chauvinism and the existing irredentist fringe forces that call for greater Tigray with their aim 
at Eritrea. Thirdly, they will have to decide on the difficult choices of either remaining within Ethio-
pia or start a risky road towards realizing their old on-and-off dream of creating their own state.  
 
Ethiopian Federal Authorities 
The problems facing Abiy’s central govern-
ment are equally enormous. Swallowing with 
grace the bitter pill of a second ‘defeat’ that is 
being euphemistically called ‘unilateral cease-
fire and withdrawal’ will not be that easy. For 
the good of the entire region and itself, Ethio-
pia must rescind the decision of wrongly char-
acterizing the TPLF as a terrorist organization 
and start dialoguing with it and the rest of 
other forces it  so far tried to sideline. The cur-
rent victory - or almost - of the TPLF in the bat-
tleground, and the support it had acquired at 
the international stage, may encourage other 
Ethiopian ethnic forces to do the same with 
force of arms. The Federal Government can 
avert this possibility by convening a national 
conference for reconciliation and for charting a 
new future for this pivotal country in the Horn 
of Africa region. And no one should forget that observers still continue to pose the question if 
Ethiopia will ever manage to escape being another Yugoslavia… It still is a possibility. 
 
What about us, Eritreans?  
From the start, the war in Tigray and now the way it has ended brought additional complex prob-
lems to the rogue regime in Asmara as well as to the exiled opposition forces that remained un-
successful for a long time.  >> p.3 
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 (> from p. 2)  
The one-man dictatorship and its dwindling support-base continued their hatred of Tigray and 
its people, who suffered untold atrocities by the Asmara regime forces that only repeated what 
they did in Eritrea during the past three decades. Following the recent TPLF gains, the auto-
crat in Asmara started to feel the real danger coming to it -- Isaias Afeworki and his small 
clique are already showing signs of deep concern and fear from the very anger they fueled by  
brutal acts in Tigray. The reported high death toll of Eritrean soldiers and conscripts in Tigray 
can also stir up and strengthen the existing underground movements inside Eritrea.  
 
On the other hand, the Eritrean camp of change seekers may now see light at the end of the 
tunnel and finally coalesce towards becoming a force to be reckoned with. The angry young 
Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia and the Sudan may also find it an opportune moment to do what 
is possible and make a serious attempt to change the situation in Eritrea. If these attempts 
succeed, the absolute dictator’s secret deals with Addis Ababa to end or weaken Eritrean sov-
ereignty may be stopped at least for now. Hopefully, the opposition will get energized to finish 
within this year the suffering of their nation for too long. 
 
In the meantime, all Eritreans should not also forget the dangers to their new sovereign state. 
For instance, one of the leading Eritrea observers recently made the following gloomy state-
ment: “No matter of the outcome of the Tigray war, the survival of the Eritrean state may be in 
question.” Some Eritreans share similar fears and concerns, but do not yet know how to stop 
such a possible reversal of their hard-won sovereign existence. 

                         
                      EritrEan politiCal forCEs (Epf) blamE  
                        global aCtors for not Doing Enough  
Since the end of the last major war 76 years ago, literally all peoples of the world continued 
to hope that the major powers and the international institutions they installed would keep re-
gional and global peace and order while protecting human rights and human dignity by stand-
ing against incorrigible violators, big and small, of these fundamental principles. But exam-
ples abound of their failure to keep the promise. 
 
A very good example of global failure is the inaction of the UN 
and major powers  to stop even a petty spoiler like Eritrea’s 
Isaias Afeworki in the critically vital region of the world – the 
Red Sea Basin and the Horn of Africa. The UN agencies, the 
US, the EU, the UK and the rest of the so-called democratic 
world knew well for over two decades now that the leader of a 
new African state called Eritrea was not only misbehaving in 
regional relations but was also destroying his own nation.  
 
Many a writer called Eritrea the African North Korea, and oth-
ers said its leader was worse than Cambodia’s Pol Pot. But no 
one acted on the basis of the well documented findings of UN’s own commission of inquiry 
and reports of human rights actors and agencies. 
 
But in post-cold war era, where Eritrean non-state actors have nowhere to look for help other 
than the same UN system, the same world actors that so far chose continued inaction. (>p.4) 
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                                EritrEans politiCal forCEs (Epf)  
                                      blamE global aCtors….. 
 
(> from p.3)  
To try their luck for the Nth time, the totality of Eritrean Political Forces in exile have addressed another an-
gry appeal for the attention of the 47th Session of the UN Human Rights Council  that opened ‘online’ from 
Geneva on 21 June 2021. Their message partly called for the following: Consideration of a UN humanitar-
ian intervention to stop the regime from doing further harm to peoples of the whole region; make the in-
tended fact-finding mission very serious this time round;  suspend Eritrea’s membership from the Council; 
recommend states to also suspend diplomatic relations with Eritrea; and take most immediate measures to 

protect Eritrean refugees in the region. 
 
Many Eritreans are still hoping that something would be done at least this year when the rogue regime is 
still continuing its intolerable acts against humanity beyond Eritrea’s borders. 
 
Reprinted below is the full text of the Eritrean appeal to the current session of the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil. It was submitted to the 47 delegations of the Council with copies to the UN Security Council and the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
                                                                                          *** 
Honorable Delegates, 
As you start the 47th Session today, 21 June 2021, appropriately with Eritrea on today’s agenda, we, the 
ensemble of Eritreans Political Forces (EPF) in forced exile, wish you success and ask you to consider con-
crete actions on Eritrea. This is a follow up to our February 2021 appeal to your 46th Session in Geneva, 
and we trust many of you will appreciate our language if we say we are running out of words as to what to 
tell you again about the always bad and never changing human rights and all-round situation in Eritrea.   
 
As Your Excellencies know well, the chain of recommendations for action included in the past 16 regular 
reports and oral updates of your own Special Envoys for Eritrea since 2012 remain unimplemented.  
Similarly, the repeated appeals of Eritrean non-state actors for your concrete action against the incorrigible 
regime in Asmara have not been addressed.  
 
Your Excellencies,  
The regime in Eritrea is a cancerous growth that should have been stopped much earlier   from abusing and 
destroying its own people and from continuously adding instability and   suffering of fraternal peoples in the 
strategic Red Sea and the Horn of Africa regions. We always recall with deep regret the utter failure of the 
UN system from taking serious action at least based on the findings of the UN Commission of Inquiry on 
Eritrea in 2016 that found the belligerent Eritrean dictatorship to have been inflicting egregious human rights 
abuses and  “crimes against humanity” for nearly quarter of a century. Needless to say, the reported atroci-
ties being committed by the dark forces of the Eritrean regime in Tigray region are but a continuum of its 
very well known old behavior known to all. (> p.5) 
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In recent months and weeks, enough has been stated in words by concerned UN agencies 
and major global actors including the G7 meeting in UK. But the regime in Eritrea should not 
be left free to continue ignoring every call from the international community.   
 
We, the ensemble of Eritrean Political Forces (EPF) in exile, therefore, ask this 47 th Session 
of the Council to take concrete actions that shall include the following: 
 
1.Seriously consider a UN humanitarian intervention in Eritrea to stop the regime from 
doing further harm to its own people and others in the entire region; 
2.Initiate and send immediately a very high-powered UN Commission of Inquiry to in-
vestigate the wide ranging abuses of the Eritrean regime inside Eritrea as well as in the 
Tigray region of Ethiopia during the past seven months. The findings of the 2016 Com-
mission of Inquiry on Eritrea need to be revisited as part of a new inquiry; 
3.Call for a UN action to force out the Eritrean army from Ethiopia; 
4.Suspend Eritrea’s membership in the UN Human Rights Council; 
5.Urge UN member countries having diplomatic relations with Eritrea to expel or  en-
force suspension of activities by the regime embassies and consulates in their respec-
tive countries until the Eritrean authorities respect international norms; and 
6.Take appropriate measures to guarantee the safety of Eritrean refugees in Tigray re-
gion, and investigate the alleged failures of both Ethiopia and Eritrea to respect the 
rights of refugees per international norms and conventions. 
 
Again wishing this important session of the UN Human Rights Council a resounding success, 
we in the EPF remain: 
 
Respectfully Yours,  
Chairpersons of forces coalesced in the EPF platform: 
 
ENCDC (Eritrean National Council for Democratic Change);  
 
ENF (Eritrean National Front);  
 
EPDP (Eritrean People’s Democratic Party);  
 
OEU (Organization of Eritrean Unity);  
 
RSADO (Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization).    

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     …….   OEU                     RSADO                               
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 EritrEa rEport alarms un hrC sEssion, 
but politiCal Will to aCt still laCking 

The 47th regular Session of the UN Human Rights Council opened in Geneva on 21 June with Eritrea on 
the first day agenda. The new Special Human Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea, Dr.Mohamed Abdeselam 
Babiker, confirmed in his opening remarks at the interactive dialogue on Monday that nothing was 
changed in Eritrea situation, as has been the case in all reports of his predecessor mandate holders for the 

previous nine years. Probably the only exception this time was the symbolic 
release of some Christian worshippers, some of whom languished for up o 26 
years without a day at court. 

 
Many of the speakers on the Eritrea agenda, who included delegates of UN 
member states and international NGOs, expressed deep frustrations with 
what Eritrea has been doing to its people and others across international bor-
ders and hoped these acts would stop soon.     

 
In his report, Dr. Babiker further stated that he was refused cooperation by the 
Eritrean authorities who, as usual, failed to implement any of the past recom-
mendations of the UN Human Rights Council of which Eritrea is, ironically, a 
member state.  

 
The report confirmed that even the simple 
benchmarks submitted to Eritrea by his im-
mediate predecessor, Professor Daniela 
Kravetz, were not tried to be implemented. 
The five targeted recommendations were 
benchmark 1. Promotion of rule of law; 2. 
Regulating the national service; 3. Granting 
basic freedoms to its people; 4. Address 
gender-based violence and women’s rights; 
and 5. Cooperation at least with the UN 
teams in Eritrea. 
The Special Rapporteur wound up his report 
with very pertinent conclusions and recom-
mendations asking Eritrea to implement 
them. The reader is therefore recommended to read them carefully to have a good picture of the sad situa-
tion and to find an answer as to why many people still call it Africa’s ‘North Korea.’ Good reading. 

**** 
Eritrea Rapporteur’s Conclusions and Recommendations  
…77. The situation of human rights in Eritrea remains a source of serious concern. The way to improve the situa-
tion has been outlined in a number of previous reports by human rights mechanisms, and the recommendations 
made therein should be considered seriously.  

78. The Special Rapporteur underscores the centrality of human rights and the rule of law to stability in Eritrea, 
and calls upon its Government to strengthen its efforts to address the situation of human rights in the country as 
part of a holistic approach to the challenges of governance and democracy in Eritrea. Other challenges include 
combating impunity, extending efforts to guarantee the freedoms of religion, expression, association, peaceful as-
sembly and the press, introducing reforms to national service, strengthening the participatory political system and 
the rule of law, and creating efficient, responsive and transparent institutions in the country. In this regard, the 
Special Rapporteur calls upon the Government to renew its efforts in these areas to fulfil its human rights obliga-
tions.  

79. The Special Rapporteur calls upon the Government to acknowledge the persistence of human rights violations 
and abuses in Eritrea, and to allow him and other human rights mandate holders effective access to visit all areas 
of the country and meet with relevant stakeholders, with a view to addressing the human rights challenges that it 
faces. (>p.7) 
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80. In the present report, the Special Rapporteur has focused on specific areas of serious con-
cern for human rights that must as a matter of utmost priority be addressed by the Government of 
Eritrea. Given the current developments in the Tigray region, the involvement of the Government 
of Eritrea in armed conflict and the persistent and flagrant violations of human rights, and guided 
by the obligations of Eritrea under international treaty law, the Special Rapporteur makes the fol-
lowing recommendations to the Government of Eritrea in relation to each benchmark and to the 
ongoing armed conflict in the Tigray region.  
 
81. In relation to benchmark 1, on improvement in the promotion of the rule of law and strength-
ening of national justice and law enforcement institutions, the Special Rapporteur recommends 
that the Government of Eritrea:  
(a) Create efficient, responsive and transparent institutions in the country that are governed by 
rule of law;  
(b) Reconvene the national assembly to adopt laws and to enable the Eritrean people to partici-
pate freely in the public affairs of their country, as an important step towards building a democ-
ratic society, ensuring the separation of powers and providing checks and balances as inherent 
requirements of the rule of law in the country;  
(c) Cease the practices of indefinite and arbitrary detention and arrest and put effective legal ave-
nues in place to address any concerns in this regard;  
(d) Ensure that the legal rules that exist in international law to remedy and prevent human rights 
violations are adhered to by all relevant actors with respect to the rule of law (police, prosecutors, 
judges and prison officials);  
(e) End the practice of arbitrary and incommunicado detention and release detainees, including 
political opponents and prisoners of conscience, who were unlawfully and arbitrarily detained and 
held without charge in secret prisons and other places of detention, and ensure that all persons 
deprived of their liberty are detained in official places of detention only and are provided with all 
the legal guarantees related to the proper administration of justice and due process of law, in-
cluding access to a lawyer, family visits and prompt judicial review of their detention;  
(f) Comply with the decisions of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights regard-
ing communications related to numerous cases of individuals who are currently languishing in 
Eritrean prisons having been held for prolonged periods without charge or trial.  
82. In relation to benchmark 2, on a demonstrated commitment to introducing reforms to the na-
tional/military service, the Special Rapporteur recommends that the Government of Eritrea:  
(a) Put in place an independent mechanism to monitor and investigate violations against con-
scripts and students at Sawa camp who have been subjected to ill-treatment and harsh punish-
ment, including corporal punishment, sexual and gender-based violence and forced labour;  
(b) End the harsh conditions at Sawa military camp and abolish the requirement for all students 
to complete their last year of secondary school at the camp, which affects students’ right to edu-
cation.  
 
83. In relation to benchmark 3, on extended efforts to guarantee freedoms of religion, associa-
tion, expression and the press, and extended efforts to end religious and ethnic discrimination, 
the Special Rapporteur recommends that the Government of Eritrea:  
(a) Immediately and unconditionally release all those who remain in prison without charge or trial 
because of their faith or belief, including 20 Jehovah’s Witnesses and 13 Christians;  
(b) Review the decisions to strip Jehovah’s Witnesses of their citizenship because of their reli-
gious affiliation, respect the recommendation of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights to ensure that Jehovah’s Witnesses retain their citizenship rights, and investigate the re-
ported deaths in detention of Jehovah’s Witnesses;  
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(c) Take concrete measures to create a safe, enabling, unrestrictive and free environment for 
members of the political opposition, the independent media, and independent civil society organi-
zations not affiliated to the Government.  
 
84. In relation to benchmark 4, on a demonstrated commitment to addressing all forms of gender-
based violence and to promoting the rights of women and gender equality, the Special Rapporteur 
recommends that the Government of Eritrea:  
(a) Establish an effective legal framework to address all forms of discrimination and violence 
against women and promote the rights of women in all aspects of Eritrean society;  
(b) Ensure that cases of sexual and gender-based violence against women and girls are investi-
gated and perpetrators are held accountable;  
(c) Implement the recommendations made by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women in its concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of Eritrea.  
 
85. In relation to benchmark 5, on strengthened cooperation with specialized United Nations hu-
man rights bodies, international agencies and the African Commission for Human and Peoples’ 
Rights, the Special Rapporteur recommends that the Government of Eritrea:  
 
(a) Lift the travel restrictions on all non-citizens lawfully in the country, diplomats, international hu-
manitarian workers and United Nations staff, since such restrictions undermine the implementation 
of activities and programmes by United Nations agencies throughout the country;  
(b) Issue a standing invitation for country visits to the special procedure mandate holders of the 
Human Rights Council and to the members of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights.  
 
86. In relation to the ongoing conflict in the Tigray region of Ethiopia, the Special Rapporteur rec-
ommends that the Government of Eritrea:  
(a) Provide information on the presence of Eritrean troops in Tigray and the allegations of serious 

human rights violations committed by the Eritrean army, including the abduction and forced re-
turn of Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers;  

 
(b) Ensure that protective measures are taken in areas under its effective territorial control to en-
sure respect for international humanitarian law and international human rights law by Eritrean 
troops present in Tigray;  
 
(c) Ensure that specific measures are taken to investigate allegations of violations by Eritrean 
forces in Tigray and bring perpetrators to justice in an impartial manner and in full respect for fair 
trial guarantees. 

87. The Special Rapporteur recommends that the international community, including Govern-
ments, international organizations and business enterprises:  
 
(a) Investigate promptly and thoroughly allegations of serious human rights violations, including 

abductions, extrajudicial killings and executions of civilians, widespread looting and pillage, and 
the forced return of Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers;  

 
(b) Exert concerted international pressure on the Government of Eritrea to end the two-decade 
practice of arbitrary and incommunicado detention, including of political opponents, prisoners of 
conscience and others detained because of their faith, which has a serious impact on the life of 
many Eritreans; (> p.9) 
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(c) Adopt similar initiatives to the European Union’s global human rights sanctions regime to target and impose 
restrictive measures on individuals, entities and bodies – including State and non-State actors – responsible for, 
involved in or associated with serious violations of human rights and humanitarian law in Eritrea, including acts of 
torture, extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and killings;  
(d) Avoid directly or indirectly financing projects that may potentially violate or have an adverse impact on the hu-
man rights of the Eritrean people, and put in place mechanisms to adequately monitor respect for the basic rights 
of those employed in projects implemented, ensuring that the labour force participates on a voluntary basis and 
that workers receive adequate financial compensation. 

is tigray EritrEa’s final War? 
(Like in the old days way back in the eras of Emperor Haile Selassie and after him Colonel Mengistu Hailemariam, many Ethio-
pians, especially the well educated ones, were given to the absolute denial of the realities on the ground in the war in Tigray 
region of the past eight months. The media of those hard-core ‘nationalists’ still wish to state that what has happened to the 
Ethiopian and Eritrean armies in Tigray during the last week days did not happen. And those reporters and comments of old 
friends of the region’s peoples like Martin Plaut and Professor Kjetil Tronvoll are not true. They even allege that these genuine 
friends of the Horn are ‘paid agents’ of the TPLF. However, the rest of the world  cannot accept such wild allegations. Both of 
these names, for example, are among the most well informed persons about many of the developments in the region. Below 
are a few excerpts of an article of June 25 on the war and on the role of the rogue regime in Eritrea by Professor K. Tronvoll. 
Good reading). 
The Norwegian Professor Kjetil Tronvoll wrote that “in Eritrea, opposition parties are prohibited, civil society is non
-existent, and the ancient regime has been thoroughly corrupted. If the ‘strong man’ falls, what will happen to a 

state without any functioning political institutions beyond the military? No matter the out-
come of the Tigray war, the survival of the Eritrea state may be in question.” He also 
continued: In spite of possible benefits, Eritrean nationalists in exile are afraid Isaias will 
squander the hard-won independence, for the sake of his own personal ambitions to 
become the ‘big man’ of the Horn of Africa in an Eritrean-Ethiopian federation.” How 
true!!! Below are more excerpts. 

“Eritrea, the tiny Horn of Africa nation is once again in the international spotlight for its 
atrocious military campaign in Tigray, Ethiopia’s northernmost regional state. Eritrean 
forces (EDF) are fighting alongside the Ethiopian federal army (ENDF) in the war 
against the rebellious regional leadership and the Tigray Defence Forces (TDF). 

“What is Eritrea’s objective in the war? And, how will it impact the one-man rule of President Isaias Afwerki? 

“To understand current Eritrean policies, one needs to discern the mindset of its autocratic president, the former 
guerrilla leader of Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), who has ruled the totalitarian one-party state with an 
iron fist since independence. Isaias has incessantly demarcated the borders of Africa’s second newest country 
through bloodshed and sacrifices—as Eritrea has been at war with all its neighbours since its independence in 
1993. In 1995, it clashed with Yemen over the Hanish Islands in the Red Sea and in 1996 with Sudan, before the 
devastating border war with Ethiopia from 1998-2000. In 2008, Eritrea picked a fight with its tiny southern 
neighbour Djibouti, also over a strip of contested territory.  

“In all these conflicts, Eritrea was the first to launch military engagement—and tens of thousands of youths have 
perished on the battlefields to sustain the image of the country as an invincible warrior nation. Isaias, mean-
while, attributes blame for the endless conflicts brought upon Eritrea to external forces, usually the USA, which he 
claims harbours an interest to ‘keep Eritrea hostage through the continuous fomenting and ‘managing’ of crises.’ 

“Eritrea has been called the modern Sparta State, as its martial traditions with never-ending military service and 
constant war campaigns resemble that of the ancient Greek city-state. Isaias asserts that the Eritrean nation was 
born through sacrifice and blood, and the new post-independence generations need to suffer and experience 
shared hardships as endured by their parents, to constantly recreate and manifest an Eritrean nationalist military 
ethos.(>p.10) 
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“Compulsory military national service for all women and men between the ages of 18 and 55 was imposed 
soon after independence. It was supposed to be limited to an 18-month period of service, but since the out-
break of the Ethiopian war in 1998, many have been forced to remain on duty. Youth recruited to fight 
Ethiopia in the late 1990s are now middle-aged…  
“In 1998 Eritrea launched an offensive against Ethiopia, ostensibly over a sliver of territory along the border 
to Tigray. The war’s root causes, however, were found in differences of ideology, economic policy, and de-
velopment visions between the two new governments in Asmara and Addis Ababa. 

“The Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) constituted the senior Ethiopian political and military leader-
ship at that time, as they were the dominant party within the EPRDF government coalition. When attacked, 
the late Ethiopian Prime Minister and former TPLF guerrilla leader Meles Zenawi ordered full war mobiliza-
tion in Ethiopia, and the regional leadership in Tigray called back the old guerrilla army to service. 

The humiliating military defeat of his ‘invincible’ army has been a heavy burden for Isaias to carry ever 
since. The current full-scale military invasion of Tigray is thus likely driven by the desire for vengeance and 
to settle old scores, as Isaias apparently has ordered his forces to undertake what may appear to be 
a genocidal campaign against Tigrayans. 

Beyond vengeance against the TPLF, some argue that Isaias also harbours an interest in unmaking the 
ethnic configuration of the Ethiopian federation, with the aim of realigning Eritrea with Ethiopia—a vision 
staunchly opposed by TPLF but seems to be backed by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. Issues on the ta-
ble include a federal/ confederal arrangement, the merger of the two national armies, an Ethiopian navy 
base in the Eritrean Red Sea ports, and joint mineral exploration in border areas. 

“Isaias has committed most of the country’s military resources to the Tigray war campaign. Tens of thou-
sands of Eritrean troops are currently fighting and dying in Tigray. Debretsion Gebremichael, the ousted re-
gional President of Tigray and the head of TDF, claims that the heavy losses inflicted upon EDF in the past 
few months is depleting their fighting capacity. 

“Ethiopia is blatantly rejecting TDF’s claims of holding the upper hand in the fight. The government spokes-
person stated on 3 June that ENDF is currently “finalizing operations” to achieve the law enforcement ob-
jective to arrest or eliminate the TPLF ‘junta’. However, the TDF counter-offensive ‘Operation Alula,’ 
launched on 18 June, has reportedly ‘liberated’ swaths of territories and towns across central and eastern 
Tigray, and thousands of ENDF soldiers are taken as prisoners of war. 
“From inside Eritrea, an edgy voice of an Arbi Harnet (Freedom Friday) opposition activist, who must re-
main anonymous for their safety, conveyed growing sentiments of despair: “The war has a bad impact on 
the government. Although the people have been losing faith in the government for a while, this will be the 
final blow for those who were perhaps not as convinced.” 

“The source also described an environment of “mistrust and betrayals” prevalent within the Eritrean army. 
He said, “when President Isaias Afwerki tries to escape from taking responsibility for this, it is obvious that it 
will devastate his chances of staying in power.” 

“Isaias cannot afford to lose yet another war in Tigray. Nor can he afford to diminish Eritrea’s military capac-
ity too much, as this will make Eritrea vulnerable for a subsequent TDF offensive or open up for domestic 
unrest. If he fails in Tigray, it may likely lead to his downfall. 

“As the war rages, TDF is actively encouraging Eritrean troops and officers to defect and join the Eritrean 
opposition forces in Tigray, or to flee to a third country. Activists and opposition parties in the diaspora are 
scenting blood and have again started to argue for the establishment of an Eritrean Government in exile, 
although this has failed on two previous occasions due to the deep mistrust and divisions among Eritrean 
communities, a legacy of Isaias’ divide-and-rule strategy and surveillance state. (> p.11) 
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 “The former Ethiopian Chief of Staff and senior TPLF military leader, Lieutenant General Tsadkan Ge-
bretensae—who retired after the Eritrean-Ethiopian war in 2001—is back again in the field, command-
ing TDF forces in the fight against Eritrea. In a recent interview, he states that the Eritrean forces have 
two options: “The first one is for them to quickly leave Tigray, go back to their country and prolong their 
time–if they have any left.” He said that what follows from there would be up to the people of Eritrea. 
The second option, said Tsadkan, is “to stay in Tigray and try to finish the war here.” According to him, 
taking option number two “will quicken [EDF]’s death. 

“Recent military developments indicate that Isaias is not betting on one horse alone but is instead craft-
ing contingency plans. The TDF leader Debretsion stated to me that Eritrean forces are building fortifi-
cations in northern Tigray, possibly as fallback positions after their withdrawal from southern and cen-
tral Tigray. Furthermore, Eritrea is building new trenches all along their side of the border, to prepare to 
fight back against a future potential Tigray offensive. Over 90 percent of Tigray’s population is now in 
need of humanitarian aid, due in large part to the deliberate destruction and looting of food and farm 
equipment. Still, the Ethiopian government has restricted humanitarian access, and Eritrean and Ethio-
pian troops on the ground have been accused of blocking the distribution of aid in famine struck areas. 
Fears of a famine of biblical proportions, with hundreds of thousands dying, has led the US, UK, and 
UN to call for a humanitarian cease-fire, in order to meet the growing needs of a starving population. 
This call has been rejected by the Ethiopian government. 

“Thirty years after independence, the Eritrean people are more divided than at any time before. Hun-
dreds of thousands of youths have fled the country in the last two decades, due to factors that include 
indefinite military service and human rights abuses.” 

roguE rEgimE ContinuEs Violating  
 faith institutions anD propErty  

The illegitimate Eritrean regime on 13 May 2021 took another illegal action 
against the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahdo Church by  installing another pa-
triarch while the legitimate patriarch of the Church, Abune Antonios,  is still 
alive and in detention for the 15th year.  It is to be recalled that Abune An-
tonios was deposed under the instigation of the regime in 2007 when he 
refused to obey orders coming to the church from the government. 

Nine elementary schools and kin-
dergartens of the Eritrean Catholic 
Church were confiscated by the 
Eritrean regime in April and May 
this year. This was a follow up of 
the regime’s blatant action of con-
fiscating since 2018 the Church’s schools and clinics that used 
to serve tens of thousands of people since a long time. In a let-
ter addressed to the authorities on 26 May, four Catholic Bish-
ops strongly reprimanded the government for these continued 
illegal actions against faith institutions. 

Meanwhile. the Eritrean authorities forced the closure of the only Islamic school for Afar on 24 May. Re-

gime security agents told the administration of the Mahad A-dini Al- Islami (Islamic School) in Assab to 

close the doors. The school staffs were told to go home without any further explanation. The Islamic 

school in Assab was built in 1970 by the local traditional Afar leaders including Sheikh Mohamed Omar 

Akito. Historically, the school has been financed privately by Afar businessmen. 
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 EritrEans attEnD important  global 
 EVEnts at Virtual ConfErEnCEs  

PA on Africa: 
Members of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), which is one 
of the  founding members of the Progressive Alliance (PA), on 1st of June  
attended a virtually held conference of the grouping focused on African 
matters. Written feedbacks by EPDP members during the meeting urged  
the major progressive parties to give more attention to building capacities 
of African non-state actors, most of them in exile. One of these non-state 
actors in need of support is the Eritrean Political Forces (EPF) in diaspora. 
 
The Progressive Alliance, made up of up to 140 affiliates, organized the 
event in collaboration with the Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) and in cooperation 
with the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (FES). At a time when democracies around the world are under pres-
sure, the PA series of virtual events addressed how the progressive forces can build together resilient, re-
sistant and effective democracies, capable of facing the current and future challenges posed by right-wing 
populist movements. 
 
 13th Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy 
Many Eritreans affiliated to the Eritrean Political Parties (EPF) took part at the two-day virtual conference 
marking the 13th Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy. The online annual event was at-
tended by thousands globally to hear the testimonies of courageous human rights dissidents, former politi-
cal prisoners, and activists from China, Cuba, Belarus, Hong Kong, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, 

Syria, Turkey, and Zimbabwe. 
 

The Summit, held  a week be-
fore the opening of the 47th 
Regular Session of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council, presented 
its International Women's 
Rights Award to  to Gulalai Is-

mail, a leading Pakistani rights activist who fled the country after authorities falsely accused her of sedition 
for her advocacy. Daria Navalnaya, daughter of jailed Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, received 
the 2021 Moral Courage Award on behalf of  
 
Online Meeting with Eritrea Rapporteur 
On 15 June, a good number of EPF members attended, and got the opportunity to make interventions an-
other virtual event at which the UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Eritrea, Dr. Mohamed Abdel-

selam Babekir was the key speaker.  
 
He  told his audience that the overall 
situation in Eritrea is not changing and 
that he hoped his recommendations to 
the UN Human Rights Council will be 
implemented in the future.  
 
The virtual event was attended by im-
portant British political figures, includ-
ing parliamentarians, supportive of the 
Eritrean cause for democratic change.    


